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Hie Lord pardon thy ſervant in this thing. 


HESE are the words of Naaman, 
|, the Syrian, on a very remarkable 
R occaſion. He had juſt been mirac- 
| B) ulouſly cured of his leproſy, by 
id waſhing ſeven times in Jordan, at 
: the direction of Eliſha. Though at 
firſt he deppiced this ſimple remedy, yet when he 
found that it had completely removed his loathſome 
diſeaſe, he altered his opinion of the prophet, and 
wiſhed to reward him amply for his kindneſs. Ac- 
cordingly © he returned from Jordan to the man of 
God, he and all his company, and came, and ſtood be- 


fore him: And he ſaid, Behold, now I know there 


is no God in all the earth but in Iſrael: Now there- 
fore I pray thee, take a bleſſing of thy ſervant. But 
he ſaid, As the Lord liveth, before whom I ſtand, I 


will receive none. And he urged him to take it; 


but he refuſed. And Naaman faid, Shall there not 


then 
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* 
then, I pray thee, be given to thy ſervant two mules 


burden of earth? For thy ſervant will henceforth of. 


fer neither burnt-offering nor ſacrifice unto other 
gods, but unto the Lord. In this thing the Lord 
pardon thy ſervant, that when my maſter goeth into 
the houſe of Rimmon to worſhip there, and he leaneth 
on my hand, and I bow myſelf in the houſe of Rim- 
mon ; when I bow down myſelf in the houſe of 
Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy ſervant in this thing.” 

Naaman was a great and valiant general, who had 
commanded the armies of the king of Syria, and de- 
livered his kingdom from ſurrounding enemies. He 
ſtood high in the favor of his prince. He was his 
prime miniſter, He attended him at his publick de- 
votions, as well as at his other publick appearances. 
And after his mind had taken a religious turn, he was 
ſtill willing to ſerve both his God and his King ; but, 
he was not willing to oppoſe ſinful cuſtoms. This 
threw him into great embarraſſment. Though he 
could laviſh his treaſure on the prophet, and though 
he could expoſe his life in the field of battle, yet he 
could not ſummon ſufficient reſolution and courage, 
to attack thoſe reigning cuſtoms, which he verily be- 
lieved to be wrong. He felt as though he muſt re- 
nounce the ſervice of the God of Iſrael, unleſs the 
God of Iſrael would allow him to tolerate, and, in 
ſome meaſure, comply with the ſinful cuſtoms of his 
country. The Lord pardon thy ſervant in this 
thing. 1 beg, I entreat, that I may be excuſed from 
oppoling ſinful cuſtoms. I know their ſtrength. I 
know the danger of attacking them. I may loſe my 


office, and what I ſtill more dread, I ſhall certainly loſe 
the 
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the love and reſpett of my fellow men. I muſt be 


excuſed from this hazardous, and, I fear, fruitleſs at- 
tempt. Require me to do any thing elſe, and 1 will 
cheerfully do it, at the riſk of my fortune, or my 
life; but in this thing pardon and excule thy ſer- 
vant.” So Naaman felt. And he felt juſt as other 
men feel. Hence the general obſervation is this: 

Every body deſires to be excuſed from oppoſing ſinful 


cuſtoms. 
I ſhall firſt ſhow, that every body defires to be ex- 


cuſed from this ; and then ſhow, that nobody can be 


excuſed from it. 
1. I am to ſhow, that every body deſires to be ex- 


cuſed from oppoſing ſinful cuſtoms. 

This truth needs but a very little proof. It carries 
its own evidence to every one, who has attended to 
the exerciſes of his own mind. Though men may 
differ in their opinions about ſome cuſtoms ; yet there 
are many cuſtoms, which all believe to be ſinful. All, 
therefore, have had an opportunity of knowing their 
own minds upon this ſubject. And were all to ſpeak 
the real language of the heart, they would unanimoul- 
ly fay, that they have often felt a ſtrong reluctance to 
oppoſing ſinful cuſtoms. As in water face anſwer- 
eth to face, ſo the heart of man to man.” All feel, 


as Naaman felt, unwilling to combat ſinful cuſtoms, 


and wiſh to be excuſed from the diſagreeable taſk. 
This will more fully appear, if we conſider, 

1. That every body is apt to neglect, oppoſing 
ſinful cuſtoms. Men will often and readily oppoſe 
linful actions. But do we find them equally ready 
and forward to oppoſe finful cuſtoms ? Are they not 

very 
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very apt to connive at practices which cuſtom has 


long ſanctioned ? Even thoſe who are very careful to 
avoid all appearances of evil themſelves, are very 
negligent as to oppoſing ſinful cuſtoms in others. 
But why are men ſo generally, and almoſt univerſally 
negligent in this particular ? Can it ariſe from any 
thing but a ſtrong deſire in every one, to be excuſed 
from oppoſing ſinful cuſtoms ? 

2. Men are unwilling to unite, in oppoſing ſinful 
cuſtoms. This is ſometimes propoſed ; but how gen- 
erally is the propoſal rejected] We have aQuually 
made the experiment. A few have had virtue and 


' reſolution enough to overcome the natural reluttance 


to ſuch a hazardous undertaking. They have 'in- 
vited others to unite their exertions in oppofing ſin- 
ful cuſtoms ; but 'the greater part have declined. 
And ſhould the ſame propoſal be made through the 
land, it is more than probable, that a very great ma- 
jority would deſire to be excuſed, and refuſe to join 
in ſuch an important and benevolent deſign. This is 
another evidence, that every body naturally deſires 
to be excuſed from oppoling ſinful cuſtoms. I may 
_— 

3. Thoſe who have reſolved and engaged to op- 
poſe ſinful cuſtoms, are extremely prone to come 
ſhort of fulfilling their reſolutions and engagements. 
Though they are really ſincere in their reſolutions 
and attempts, yet, upon trial, they find a ſtrong deſire 
to be excuſed in this, in that, and the other inſtance. 
To will is preſent, but how to perform, they find not. 
It requires more ſelf-denial and fortitude, to oppoſe 


cuſtoms which have been long eſtabliſhed, than any 
| | can 


7 
can imagine, before they have made the attempt. 
Hence the beſt of men, and the boldeſt reformers, 
have neglected to n this arduous and diſagree- 
able tax. 

Aſa was a good man, and a great reformer, but 
mere were ſome ſinful cuſtoms, in his day, which were 
ſo formidable, that he dare not oppoſe them. And 
Aſa did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord, 
as did David his father. And he took away the Sod- 
omites out of the land, and removed all the idols that 
his father had made. And alſo Maachah his mother, 
even her he removed from being queen, becauſe ſhe 
had made an idol in a grove ; and Aſa deſtroyed her 
idol, and burned it by the brook Kidron. But the 
lugh places were not removed.“ We have the ſame 
account of his ſon. And Jehoſhaphat the ſon of 
Aſa began to reign over Judah in the fourth year of 
Ahab king of Iſrael. And he walked in all the ways 
ol Ala his father, he turned not aſide from it, doing 
that which was right in the eyes of the Lord: Nev- 


ertheleſs, the hig places were not taken away ; for the 


People offered and burnt incenſe yet in the high places.“ 
There were two ſorts of high places in Iſrael. One 
ſort was devoted to the ſervice of the true God, and 
the. other ſort was devoted to the ſervice of idols. 
The high places devoted to the ſervice of the true 
God were allowed of before the temple was built ; 
but after that was built, Jeruſalem was the only place 
where men ought to worſhip. And though the re- 
formers deſtroyed the high places devoted to the ſer- 
vice of idols, yet they were afraid to deſtroy the high 
places devoted to the ſervice of the true God. The 


8 | people 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


8 2 6 
people had been ſo long and ſo generally accuſtomed 
to meet in theſe before they were forbidden, that af. 
ter they were forbidden, they ſtill perſiſted in their 
old cuſtom. And this old and venerable cuſtom, the 
boldeſt reformers wanted weiten and ee to 
oppoſe. n ) 
The bold and zealous Peter was afraid to Spoke 
x cuſtom, which was once lawful, but had become 
ſinful. It was once lawful for the Jews to abſtain 
from eating with the Gentiles; but after the goſpel 
was publiſhed, this bar of ſeparation was taken down, 
and the believing Jews had no right to follow this 
cuſtom any longer. But Peter, through fear of re- 
proach, followed this ſinful example, for which Paul 
ſharply rebuked him. So be tells us in the ad of 
Calatians. © But when Peter was come to Antioch, 
I withſtood him to the face, becauſe he was to be 
blamed : For before that certain came from James 
he did eat with the Gentiles; but when they were 
come, he ' withdrew, and ſeparated ' himſelf, fearing 
| them which were of the circumcifion. And the other 
Jews diſſembled likewiſe with him ; infomuch that 
Barnabas alfo was carried away with their diſſimula- 
tion.” So formidable are long eftabliſhed cuſtoms, 
that the moſt bold and zealous reformers are afraid to 
oppoſe them. And this ſhows, in the cleareſt man- 
ner, that every body deſires to be excuſed from op- 
poſing ſinful cuſtoms. But I proceed to ſhow, as 
Propoſed, 12 
II. That nobody can be excuſed from it. 
Naaman defired to be excuſed, but there is no ev- 


"dence, that God excuſed him. I know the Prophet 
ſaid 


<9 
laid unto him, * Go in peace.” But he did not aſk alk 
the Prophet io excule him. He addreſſed his peti- 
tion, to God, who alone had a right to excuſe, him. 
The Lord pardon. thy ſervant. in this thing.“ This 
requeſt probably ſtruck the prophet very diſagreea- 
bly, and therefore he ſaid ironically, “ Go in peace. 
If it ſeem evil to ſerve. the God of Iſrael, and oppoſe 
ceremonies; and cuſtoms, which diſhonor his name, 
go worſhip. in the houſe of Rimmon, or whereſocyer 
vou pleaſe. I have no more to ſay to you. You 
cannot ſerve Cod and mammon. And if you will not 
renounce mammon, you muſt renounce; God, who 
. will indulge you in iin at ſinful cuſ 
; This leads me to obſerve, . | 
113 1. —— God will excuſe none from. oppoling Goful 
codioms Though he knows that all wiſh to be ex- 
cuſed, yet their wiſhes will not move him to excule 
them from a plain duty. They evidently ought to 
honor and glorify, their Maker, and of conſequence, 
to oppoſe and reſtrain whatever tends to his diſhonor. 
But ſinſul cuſtoms certainly tend to diſhonor God, 
and wound his cauſe and intereſt in the world. And 
behd2s, God has clearly revealed his mind on this 
ſubject. He has expreſsly ſaid to every perſon, 
4% Thou ſhalt not follow a multitude to do evil.“ 
He has expreſsly ſaid, Be not conformed to this 
world.“ He has expreſsly ſaid, © The friendſhip of 
the world is enmity with God.“ He has expreſſ- 
ly faid, © Have no fellowſhip with the unfruitſul 
works of darkneſs, but rather reprove them.” And 
again he has expreſsly ſaid, „ Thou, ſhalt not hate 
thy brother in thy heart: Thou, ſhalt in any wiſe. re- 
buke 
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buke thy brother, and not ſuffer fin upon him.“ 
After God has laid ſuch ſolemn injunQtions/on men to 
avoid and oppoſe finful cuſtoms, they muſt be guilty 
of the greateſt preſumption to imagine, that the Lord 
will pardon or excuſe way! if n en their du- 
ty in this thing. 

2. Chriſt will not excuſe any from poking finful 
cuſtoms. He is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for- 
ever, and changeth not. He came into the world to 
condemn fin in the fleſh. When he was in the world 
he loved righteouſneſs ' and hated iniquity. And 
while he lived among ſinful cuſtoms, he uniformly 
and ſtrenuouſly oppoſed them. He began his miniſ- 
try by preaching againſt what had been ſaid and done, 
by them of old time. He attacked, without fear or 
favor, the reigning finful cuſtoms of the Jewiſh na- 
tion. They had a ſinful cuſtom of putting away their 
wives without any juſt cauſe ; this he condemned and 
oppoſed. They had a ſinful cuſtom of ſwearing by 
the earth, by heaven, and by Jeruſalem ; this he con- 
demned and oppoſed. They had a ſinful cuſtom of 
calling hard names; this he condemned and oppoſed. 
They had a finful cuſtom of abuſing their aged pa- 
rents, by taking what ought to be expended for their 
ſupport, and dedicating it to religious uſes; this he 
condemned and oppoſed. They had a ſinful cuſtom 
of profaning the Temple, by buying and ſelling in 
it; this he condemned and deſtroyed. And they had 
a ſinful cuſtom of treating all other nations with ne- 
glect and contempt ; this he condemned and reprov- 
ed, by the parable of the Jew and Samaritan.” In 


mo it appears to have been a peculiar object with 
; _ 


% 


11 
Chriſt to oppoſe all ſinful cuſtoms. And if this was 
his own feeling and practice, we may preſume, that 
he will never excuſe any aro this moſt reaſonable 
g. Thoſe who follow in ful _ will not Laſs 
any from oppoſing them. The time is coming, when 
their conſciences will be awakened, and they will ſee 
things in a true light. And whenever this time 
comes, whether before, at, or after death, they will 
not excuſe thoſe who negle&ed to reſtrain and re- 
claim them. Of this they have often given abundant 
evidence. How many unhappy creatures, at the 
gallows, have condemned thoſe who negletted to op- 
poſe their wicked pradtices? How many vicious per- 
ſons, on their death-beds, have bitterly upbraided 
their miniſters, their parents, and their friends, for 
winking at their vices, and negleQing to oppoſe their 
ſinful cuſtoms ? And all who are now purſuing evil 
courſes, will, ſooner or later, upbraid thoſe who ne- 
glett to oppoſe and reſtrain their vices. Though at 
preſent, they love and careſs thoſe who indulge and 
_ countenance them in their evil ways, yet when they 
come to have juſt views of things, they will ſee the 
fin and folly of others, as well as their own preſump- 
tion and guilt. And as they will not be able to ex- 
cuſe themſelves, ſo they will not be able to excuſe 
thoſe who had - excuſed them. But of all men, they 
will become the bittereſt accuſers and upbraiders of 
all who neglett the duty of oppoſing ſinful cuſtoms. 
It muſt be obſerved in the laſt place, - 
4. That none can excuſe themfelves from oppoſing 
ſinful cuſtoms. It is a duty, a plain duty, which ap- 


Pr OVcs 


- — 
«41 — — 4 . 
— — — 


— . —— a —— — — 


2 rener 


— 


—— 2 ——— — 
7 * N 
2 —— — —— ee 


„ ˙— 
yy — eng - 


—— - Po 1. — mw 
— 4; A 2 
— — 


Fu” 6.44 & « 
# 


— _ : TY 
2 — — D 8 = bs FFF Wr 


12 


— ͤ— 


proves itſelf to every one's conſcience. All know 


that they ought to oppoſe whatever oppoſes the glory 
of God, the good of ſociety, and the eternal happi- 


neſs of mankind. And all know that ſinful cuſtoms. 


have this malignant and deſtructive tendency. One 
ſinner deſtroyeth much good. Evil purſueth ſinners. 
He chat purſueth evil, purſueth it to his own death. 
The wages of ſin is death. Sinful cuſtoms have de- 
ſtroyed their thouſands and ten thouſands. To pre- 
vent ſuch dreadful evils, muſt be the duty of every 
perſon, ſo far as his power and influence extend. 
Nor will any one's conſcience excuſe him, if he ne- 

gle this plain and important duty. Though men 
deſire to be excuſed ; though they deviſe arguments 
of excule ; and though the arguments they deviſe in 
their own defence may lead others to excuſe them; 
yet nothing will effectually excuſe them before their 
own enlightened conſciences. For, “to him that 
knoweth to do good, and docth it not, to him it is 


fin.” And ſays Solomon, “ if thou forbear to deliver 


them that are drawn unto death, and thoſe that are 
Prins to be ſlain ; if thou ſayeſt, Behold, we knew it 
: Doth not he that pondereth the heart conſider 


it 17 And he that keepeth thy ſoul, doth not he know = 


- It ? And ſhall he not render to every man according 
to his works ?” Thus it appears, that none can be ex- 
cuſed from oppoling ſinful cuſtoms. God will not 

excuſe them, nor Chriſt, nor ſinners, nor their own 
conſciences. It only remains to apply the ſubjett tio 
the purpoſe for which we are convened. 

1. We learn from what has been ſaid, that there is 


Wrede which men are more afraid of, than oppoſing 
ſinful 


1 


finfal cuſtoms. Every body defires to be excuſed 
from this attempt; and this defire ariſes from fear. 
It requires no great ſtrength, no great knowledge,'no 
great expenſe, to oppoſe ſinful cuſtoms. © But it does 
require great courage and fortitude of mind. Here 
lies the only difficulty. But this difficulty is" gener- 
ally inſurmountable. Men, who can brave the — 
of the wilderneſs, the perils of war, and the perils of 
the ſea, ſhrink back from the dangers of oppofing 
finful cuſtoms: The hardieſt ſeaman is afraid to re- 
 buke his comrade for blaſpheming his Maker, and 
calling for the curſes of heaven to fall on his on 
foul. The braveſt general, who has often led his ar- 
my into the hotteſt battle, is afraid to reprimand his 
fellow officer, or to corre& his fellow foltier, for a 
finful cuſtom. This is exemplified'in Naaman. He 
would have ſcorned to be excuſed from expoſing his 
life to the point of the ſword: He would have bluſh- 
ed to turn his back upon the moſt dangerous ftation 
in the field of battle. But yet he beſeeches the Lord 
to excuſe him from oppoſing ſinful cuſtoms, and ex- 
poſing himſelf to the ſcorn of men. This was more 
than he had courage and fortitude to ſupport. The 
danger of oppoſing ſinful cuſtoms, therefore, i is the 
danger of which the of of mankind are the moſt 


afraid. | 
2. We learn 8 Ws has * ſaid, that there 


is nothing which more deſerves the publick eſteem, 
than the oppoſing of ſinful cuſtoms. If every body 
defires to be excuſed from this difficult and hazard- 
ous duty ; and if few, very few, have virtue, zeal, 
and reſolution enough to perform it, then it is one of 
| the 


14 
the ſtrongeſt expreſſions of ſelfdenial. And for per- 
ſons to deny themſelves, in the tendereſt point, and 
in the higheſt degree, for the publick good, deferyes 
the largeſt ſhare of publick applauſe. _ 

Sinful cuſtoms are the greateſt publick evils. A 
thouſand ſinful actions are not ſo injurious to the 
publick, as one ſinful cuſtom. Sinful actions are tran- 
fient ; they produce their effects, and immediately 
ceaſe. . But a ſinful cuſtom is permanent, and may 
continue its deſtruQive influence for ages. I will il- 
luſtrate this by a ſingle inſtance. It is that of play- 
ing cards. This ſinful cuſtom has continued for ages 
paſt, and may continue for ages to come. How ma- 
ny eſtates, how many characters, how many lives, 
and how many ſouls, has this ſinful cuſtom deſtroy- 
ed ! And all ſinful cuſtoms have a like extenſive and 
deſtruQive influence. Thoſe, therefore, who dare to 
condemn, and reſtrain ſinful cuſtoms, do the greateſt 
publick good, and deſerve the greateſt publick eſ- 
teem. The publick are naturally grateful to their 
benefaQtors, when they diſcover them, and they gen- 
erally do diſcover them ſooner or later. Reformers, 
therefore, have generally been finally rewarded by 
the largeſt portion of publick honors. Witneſs the 
rigid Cato, among the Romans; and the ' virtuous 
Aſa, Hezekiah, Joſiah, and Jehoiada, among the 
Jews. x * * 
3. We learn from what has been ſaid, that nothing 
requires union more, than the attempt to oppoſe ſin- 
ful cuſtoms. If every individual wants courage to 
make this attempt, then it eſpecially requires the 
united aid of numbers. There is nothing like union 
among 


5 
among individuals, to inſpire them with courage and 
zeal in any deſign whatever. It is the union of in- 
dividuals that forms, and preſerves every ſinful cuſ- 
tom. Cuſtom is not the effe& of the few, but of the 
many. Whatever ſinful prattice the multitude pur- 
ſue, is, for that very reaſon, a ſinful cuſtom. And as 
union forms finful cuſtoms, ſo umon alone can de- 
ſtroythem. A ſmall number united by virtuous ties, 
can oppoſe and reſtrain a much larger number unit- 
ed only by the brittle bands of vice. It therefore 
highly concerns ' thoſe who are engaged in oppoſing 
ſinful cuſtoms, to be firmly and heartily united. 
They ſhould, with one voice, ſpeak the ſame things, 
and, with one heart, purſue the ſame meaſures. © Two 
are better than one, and a threefold cord is not 
quickly broken.” This the victous know, and this 
the virtuous ought to conſider. If it be the policy 
and ſtrength of the vicious to divide the virtuous ; 
then it is the duty and ſtrength of the virtuous to di- 
vide the vicious. And this, in a multitude of in- 
ſtances, may be eaſily done. The beginnings of vice 
are weak and timid. There are many, who, for a 
time, halt between two opinions, and ſtand in doubt 
which of two paths to purſue. Theſe, by wiſe and 
prudent meaſures, may be eafily detached from the 
veterans in vice, and deterred from the paths of the 
deſtroyer. 

4. We learn from what has been ſaid, that there is 
nothing more criminal, than the approving and the 
ſupporting of ſinful cuſtoms. It is a fin againſt God. 
It is a fin againſt man. And it is a fin againſt every 
perſon's own conſcience. But the great and viſible 

C evils 
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evils which flow from this ſin, are the great and viſi- 
ble aggravations of it. Men may do much more miſ- 
chief to the world, and much more injury to the 
cauſe of God, by approving and ſupporting, than by 
actually purſuing ſinful cuſtoms. A ſober, regular 
man, who avoids ſinful cuſtoms himſelf, may do ten 
times more to ſpread and continue finful cuſtoms, 
than the moſt artful and profligate wretch. And 
were it not for the countenance and ſupport of ſuch 
apparently ſober, virtuous, and religious perſons, all 
ſinful cuſtoms would every where become contempt- 
ible. This is the caſe of all practices, which no ſo- 
ber, honeſt, virtuous man approves. Thus, for in- 
ſtance, ſtealing is univerſally contemptible. The 
reaſon is, all ſober, honeſt, good men, hold this vice 
in perfect abhorrence. And did all ſuch men refuſe 
their countenance and ſupport to ſinful cuſtoms, 
they would equally ſink into univerfal contempt. 
Therefore, to approve and ſupport ſinful cuſtoms is 
one of the greateſt of all ſins. 

g. We learn from what has been ſaid, that it is ut- 
terly in vain for any to pretend to excuſe themſelves 
from oppoſing ſinful cuſtoms. It is in vain to ſay, 
that they deſire to be excuſed. It is in vain to ſay, 
that it will expoſe them to reproach and contempt. 
It isin vain to fay, that it docs not belong to them to 
make the attempt. It is in vain to ſay, that it will do 
no good to make the attempt. It is in vain to ſay, 
that others negle& this duty. It is, in ſhort, in vain 
to ſay a ſingle word, by way of excuſe. For there 
is no excule, which either God, or Chriſt, or ſinners, 
or their own conſciences will accept. Hence, 

6. This 


17 
6. This ſubje& calls upon every perſon to oppoſe 


all cuſtoms, which he believes to be ſinful. Men, as 


we have obſerved, may differ in their judgment of 
certain cuſtoms, But every man ought to oppoſe 
ſuch cuſtoms as he believes to be ſinful. And does 
not every perſon believe, that there are ſome finful 
cuſtoms in this place ? 

Is not encroaching upon the Sabbath, a ſinful cuſ. 
tom ? Is not profaning the Sabbath, a ſinful cuſtom ? 
Is not profane ſwearing, a ſinful cuſtom ? Is not gam- 
ing, a ſinful cuſtom ? Is not frolicking, a ſinful cuſ- 
tom ? Is not the cuſtom, which has no name in the 
Dictionary, but which is commonly called bundling, 
a ſinful cuſtom ? Is not drinking to exceſs, a ſinſul 
cuſtom ? Is not extravagance in dreſs, a ſinful cuſ- 
tom ? Is not the neglett of family devotion, a finful 
cuſtom ? Is not the negle& of family government, a 
ſinful cuſtom ? Is not the negle& of executing good 
laws, a ſinful cuſtom ? Now let me aſk, Do not all 
theſe ſinful cuſtoms abound in this land? And do not 
many of them, at leaſt, abound in this place ? It they 
do, it concerns all, according to their various ages, 
relations, and ſtations, to exert their power and influ- 
ence, in oppoſing ſuch ſinful and deſtructive cuſtoms. 
In particular, 

Miniſters of the goſpel ought to diſcountenance all 
prevailing vices. Though men differ in their opin- 
ions, what doQrines Miniſters ought to preach and op- 
poſe, yet all are agreed, that they ought to preach all 
the civil, ſocial, moral virtues, and to condemn and 
oppoſe every cuſtom, which tends to deſtroy, or even 
weaken their happy influence, 

Civil 
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Civil Rulers ought to be the fathers of their people, 
and the guardians of their virtues; as well as of their 
rights and privileges. They are appointed to be a 
terror to evil doers, and to employ the authority with 
which they are veſted, in oppoſing and reſtraining ſin- 
ful cuſtoms. And if they negle& their duty in this 
reſpect, they will deſerve the character, and contract 
the guilt of Jeroboam, the ſon of Nebat, who made 


Iſrael to ſin. 
Profeſſors of religion are bound, by the moſt ſol- 


- emn obligations, not only to depart from all iniquity 


themſelves, but to riſe up for God againſt evil doers, 
and to ſtand up for him againſt the workers of iniqui- 
ty. Inſtead of being conformed to the ſpirit of the 


world, they ought to be totally oppoſed to it; and, by 


their example and influence, oppoſe all ſinful cuſtoms. 

Thoſe who have engaged to oppoſe ſinful cuſtoms, 
have laid themſelves under peculiar, additional obli- 
gations, to attempt, and, if poſſible, to bring about a 
reformation of morals. They have acknowledged 
this to be their duty, and have pledged their reputa- 
tion to be faithful. They cannot turn to the right 
hand or to the left ; they muſt purſue the path they 
have choſen, and, with unremitting ardor, proſecute 
the benevolent deſign, they have ſo nobly underta- 
ken. Having put their hand to the plough, they mult 
never look back. 

Thoſe who have not engaged to oppoſe ſinful cuſ- 
toms, are under indiſpenſable obligations to engage. 
Their duty does not depend on their inclination. If 
they deſire to be excuſed, they cannot be excuſed. 


Their very deſire is ſinful, and inſtead of atoning their 
negligence, 
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negligence, betrays and aggravates their guilt. They 


may think themſelves wiſe in declining to oppoſe fin- 


ful cuſtoms. But their wiſdom is from below, and 


deſerves all the epithets, which the Apoſtle has juſtly 
given it. They have excuſed themſelves, but God 
has not excuſed them. And they are entreated to 
remember, that if they continue to neglet oppoſing 
finful cuſtoms, ſinful cuſtoms will oppoſe them, and 
prove their future and everlaſting ruin. 


If any who are well diſpoſed and wiſh to co their 


duty, ſhould here aſk what they muſt do to oppoſe 
ſinful cuſtoms, it is eaſy to give them a number of 
directions, which being faithfully followed will inſure 
ſucceſs. 8 1 8 

1. Avoid all ſinful cuſtoms yourſelves. When 


you ſee others purſuing them, never join with them, 
but practically condemn their ſin and folly. 


2. Eſtabliſh good cuſtoms. This you may do, as | 
well as others can eſtabliſh evil ones. And this is 


of the moſt effectual means of deſtroying ſinful 
cuſtoms. Many fall into evil habits, fimply becauſe 
ood ones are not exhibited before them. And ma- 
o have addicted themſelves to ſinful cuſtoms 
may be reclaimed by the good examples of others. 

3. Execute good laws. Our viſeſt and beſt pol- 
iticians have been thoroughly convinced of the per- 


nicious tendency of vice, and to prevent its balcful 


influence, have enatted a variety of laws to reſtrain 
men from vicious cuſtoms. Theſe laws you have a 
right to ſee well executed. And it is your duty to 
appoint good executive officers, and to infiit upon 
their faithfully diſcharging their truſt. 

| 4. Real:ze 
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8 4. Realize your obligations to God, It lies not 
W | at your option, whether you ſhall oppoſe ſinful cuſ- 
toms. God demands this at your hands. And you 
{| muſt ſoon give account before his awful bar, whether 
' | you have employed your talents, your opportunities, 
j and your obligations: for him, or againſt him ; and 


whether the world has been the better or the worſe, 
by your living in it, Let the fear of God be in your 
hearts, and you ſhall eſcape that dreadful ſnare, the 
fear of man. —AMEN. 


